[Health care needs and wish to be admitted of subjects with positive indications; a comparison with residents of homes for the aged].
The care needs, utilization of care and the wish to be admitted on a short or long term basis of 135 applicants to homes for the aged are presented and their interrelations considered. The care needs of the applicants to and 207 residents of homes for the aged are compared. With an increasing number of housekeeping disabilities, depressive complaints, memory disorders and, as expected, the use of formal and informal care increased. The care needs of the applicants were at least as large as those of the residents. They had (nearly) as much housekeeping and ADL disabilities and even more feelings of loneliness and depressive complaints. Yet, for those applicants with few housekeeping disabilities the necessity of admission to a home for the aged can be questioned. That is, the wish to be admitted on short term was strongly associated with depressive complaints and feelings of loneliness. Provided that these mental problems can be handled effectively, (more) home care may be an alternative for them.